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KRAMER

CROWDING nc

SCHOOLS IS

EVIL PRACTICE

Assistant Superintendent Ex-

plains How Congestion in

Classes Proves Serious

Handicap.

Points Out That Education of

Children Is Demoralized by

Circumstances That Di-

stract Teacher.

Is the present overcrowding of
the Washington schools a mere
inconvenience or is it a serious
handicap?

Is the double duty as building
supervisors and class teachers, now
imposed upon grade school prin

cipals, a slight annoyance or 2

genuine hindrance to work?
Both these conditions constitute

a serious menace to the efficiency

of Washington schools, in the opin-

ion of Stephen E. Kramer, Assist-

ant Superintendent of Schools.
Point is added to Mr. Kramer's

statement by the fact that until
two months ago, he was super-

vising principal of the Third divi-sionfin-

fashionable Northwest,
where the greatest congestion now
exists.

Mr. Kramer virtually supports
the charges made by Mrs. F. T.

Dubois, of the Mothers' Congress,
and by Mrs. F. L. Ransome, presi-

dent of the Parents' League. And
from the standpoint of an educator
he tells why these evils are bad

for pupils and teachers alike.
By J. R. HILDEBRAJTD.

Overcrowding of school classes is
ci)j or the most serious handicaps to
school efficiency from an educators'
standpoint.

Taking time of teachers for any
other duties during: teaching hours
is hard on the teacher, but more
than that it is demoralizing to her

ork.
Stephen Ulliott Kramer, assistant

superintendent of schools, today
made these assertions following the
piear, made through The Washing-tc- n

Times, of parents and friends
of the schools for smaller grde
school clages and for some arrange-w- n.

bv wbich teachers might give
undivided attention to pupils.

Mr. Kramer's opinion Is valuable
as that of an educational expert,
iiut in the present instance it has
added weight from his long experi-fni-- c

as supervising principal of the
c irjjestPd third school division, of
v.hlch Mrs. V. L. Ransom, of the
Parents' Iveague, complained yester-
day.

Peasons for Group Teaching.
'Group teaching came into vogue

for two reasons, one based on econ-om- v,

the other based on the value of
concerted effort, espcc.ally among1
h" voting." Mr. Kramer cxpla'ncd

The latter psychological fact is a
strong fat tor in teaching. If I could

it I would not have rny child
to jght alone, because he would not
get as much out of it. The stimulus
o" group work is a real and valuable
RiSCl

V oi that reason and for the sake
of economy, group classes always
w I exist In public schools.

"But experience bus shown that
ou teacher can handle only a cer-tnl- n

lumoer of pupils. Giving ber
too man pupils, and giving her too
' are equally disastrous, Between
thirty and forty is generally ac-
knowledged to be the ideal number.
This is not mere theory. It has been
worked out from long teaching expe-
rience '

Educators term the general
on Second Page.)

IN CONGRESS TODAY. Ji
SEXATE.

Met at noon.
"onference report on Alaskan lallroad
bill submitted,
udlciiry Committee met.
ena'f.r Kail hpokc on Mexico and "took
lid off" tb- - nituatlon o tbo bor-
der IxiOR lit of crimes against
Americans submitted

irou&n.
"!et at noon.
Olttrict calendar taken up.
Concreinan Johnson assailed U. H.

Warner
Judiciary Committee considered charges

asralnut Judge Wright, but took no
definite action.
r'Jst hearings continued
abor Committee consideicd 1'aUner
child Ubor Mil.
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Miss Gertrude Bondhill, of Poli Stock Company,
Who Was Married to American Consul Ray Last
December, Is Defendant in Divorce Action Just
Filed in Texas.

A suit for divorce has been filed by John Arthur Ray, American

consul at Sheffield, England, against Gertrude Shafer Cavagna Ray,

known to the Washington public as' Gertrude Bondhill, a member of

the Poh.stoclr'companv. -

' - 'j 'The suit was filed j
in the town of Whitewright, Grayson county,

Tex., the home of Mr. Ray. Papers were served on Miss Bondhill

in this city last week by a representative of her husband's attorney.

The news that divorce proceedings would be instituted by Mr.

Ray was forecast by the return to Miss Bondhill to the stage. The'
marriage took place in Ohio just before Christmas, and was the cul-

mination of a romance which began in Washington while Consul Ray

was here on leave of absence. He took his bride to Sheffield shortly

after Christmas.

NO HINT OF TROUBLE.
Xo word was received to indicate

there had been differences between
them, but a short time ago sriss Bond-hill- 's

name reappeared in the roster of
th" Poll company. Miss Bondhill Is
playing in "Madame Sherry" in the
Baltimore Poll house this week. Mr.

WANTS 75-CEN- T GAS

TlIE

Senator Norris Proposes Two

Amendments Affecting Con-

templated Merger.

Srnator Xorris of today
r&ihed the question of gtth in the
Plutrict of Columbia in an
which he offered to tli- - District bill.

He nr"cnt,d tvo amendment )n"
provide- - that on nil utter .lulv 1. r'-- .

r"gardl-s- s of the propo&ej merger will
the Georgetown company. tio Warning
ton Gis Light foramnv hliall nut
charge oer 75 cents a thousand cu'ji"-fee- t

for gas
It alho provide that after th.it date

mid until the merger is effected
Gas Light Compan. Mull

not charge over 85 cent?.
The other amendment prov.den that

the Washington Gum Light 'or.ip.-m.- ,

hhall be authorized to pup'Iiofi m'Ji "!

as it can obtain oi the J.i,n snares of
the Georgetown company at it prir to
Its fixed by the Public Utilities Com-
mission. '

The amendment igiel ui b the
Senate Appropriations Committee iixe- -

the price of the hhares at JIVi.

IS SWEPT BY BLAZE

W U Jlartli &. At
leat three veryut.t, are iiiIbhihk and
believed to be dead and tbr-- olherh
probably wort fatall injured by
Jumping to cscapo flunicM ubicli early
today swept one ot tin- - principal busi-
ness blocks on Went Main The
four-btor- y I.owe building ai ilcbtroy-e- d

and the ten-nto- ry Union Hank
building was Rutted.

Tin- - upper floor of both buildings
were divided into apartment and
mans familltH fled in tiicir Mlxht
clotliins Klieinen iikiii
panic-stricke- n flat dwellers from
leaping to certain death.

BONDHILL.

Itay is a native of Texas and a gradu-
ate of Yale University. He was at one
tlmo an instructor In the Naval Acad-
emy, but entered the consular service
about five years ago. He has been sta-
tioned at Mask.it, Arabia, and Mara-calb- o,

Venezuela.

OF 24

IT
Supreme Court Decides Frank

M. Ryan and 23 Steel Work-

ers Must Go to Jail.

1'iet.ident BYank JI. Itjan and twenty-- (
three members of the llridge anil Struet-fiir- al

httel' Workers' Union convicted in
jthe celebrated dynamite couspirac) cases
i must serve their Jail sentences, the Su
preme Court decided toda, having

to review their convietlon in the
lower Federal courts at liidlananolis and
ClilfiiRC Denial of the wiit of review ex.!
haiiHt'd the lat resources of tlie dcfencl-- j
ants.

' onfessionh of oitu JKJlaniRal and
J. in. et, H. Mi'Namura. former secietarv!
of the union, foimed thf basis of the
olixlctlons of the defendants who ap-

pealed to the Supiemr Court. TJiey
wre tried and conlctid .it Imh.tiiapo-11- s

of ceinsplraev to transport lijn.iiiiite
In vlolatloii of the interMate mm-lm-re- -e

lav.s Their eonvletlon uaa re- -
etiilly afllnned In the uppellap 1VI-- I
eral court at Chn ago. Dynamiting of
the I .os Angeles Him-d- e staitcd the
ptosecutlon and dlk lo&ure of whole-hu- lt

plots and outiuges
of tin def umlauts are-- now

.serving Ja" K'ntcncob unable to & euro
bail. Oiiglnally lieru were thirt)-t- u

defendants Tliose whose ca.-e- s vero
under advisement todav iire Frdtik .M.
Ityun, John li. llarrv. Uugene A.
"lane;, JHchael J. Voting Frank C.

Webb, riilllp A Cooley, John T Uut-te- r,

.1 K Jltinsco, I'ete-- t J ViiitP,
i barbs II. Heiim, Ilcnrj W I.ele

.'Mv.ard Smjthe. Ceorgt
UrneFt W. ItaMe; . U. liert liniun,

I'aul J. Jlorrln. Wtl'lani i:. Heddin,
Jlicli.tul J Cunnane, Jllehuel j .

nan. Murr.i I. I'enndell and Frank J.
Wiggins.

Dr. Shaw Asks Senate to
Ignore Mrs. Belmont

In. Aniiit Howard Hhaw tiMl.i.. a
letter to Senator Thomas, w ileh was
presented to the Senate, In which she
.iM-aile- Mrs U II. I' I ellimnl, who
latelv took a htand ng!iin.-- t .riiiittiiig
the tuff rue. resolution to o to a voK
in the Si nate

Or Shaw :id iiobod I, id aiiihoritN
to speak for the organized urfraglsts
of the National Woman .S.itTriig! Atto- -
clatlon except some of Lte ouiciAU.

TEXAS MUST ANSWER
FOR RAID OF RANGERS
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CONVICTION

UPHELD

Long List of Crimes
zens Instanced

FALL URGES

NM

Department Assailed in Passionate
Speech.

Declaring that in the last twelve months America has
"fiddled while Mexico burned,1' giving in detail a long list
of American men and women murdered and outraged in
Mexico; referring to the hundreds of millions of American
property destroyed; and graphically portraying a reign of
horror and desolation in Mexico, Senator Fall today took
the lid off the Mexican situation on the floor of the Senate
of the United States.

It is the first time since the Mexican trouble has be-

come acute that this has been done in either House. The
Senator from New Mexico submitted a detailed list of no
less than sixty-thre- e cases of murder, outrage, and like
crimes to citizens of'th'e United States,-includi- ng a few
citizens of other nations. - - -- -,

Vv
-- P--

Senators sat enthralled before his passionate state-
ments.

The fact that he spoke just following the raid of Texas
rangers, who dashed across the international line to seize
the body of the murdered American ranchman, Vergara,
added to the intensity of the interest.

Senator Fall spoke in support of the Poindexter reso-

lution requesting the President to send to the Senate in-

formation as to what measures have been taken to protect
Americans in Mexico.

"WE OWE IT TO THE WORLD."

JOHNSON CHARGES

ATTEMPT AT BRIBERY

"Shown Avenues of Graft" by

Brainerd H. Warner, Real

Esatte Dealer, of Capital.

Chnrgea that he had been "offered an
indirect bribe" were maJo on the lloor
QX Uie Hoesu this afternoon by Con-

gressman Johnson, chairman of the Dis-

trict of Columbia Committee.
"Hrnlnard II. Warner, i. real estate

dealer, of this city, took ire up en Uiu
heights and showed me th,- - avenues of
graft surrounding tho Cdpiotl,"' Johnson
claimed

"Ik tcld me an of the
committee and llouso had uiado money
through with him. and he
tem.irked that I was standing in tho
wav of omo of his real dcaW
Warner said that If tho metolnjrs didn't
have the money It was put up for hira '

Johnson charged that Warner hni
buhbcciueully sought to remove him
(Johnson by means of a c ivle commit-
tee Johnson refused to name the) ai

whom Warner Involved.

Warner Denies Charge
Made by Congressman

Hrnlnard H U arner mad emph-iti-

denial this afternoon of tho
of Congressman Johnson i i the HnUhC

thi.t Jlr. arn"r had olfered him n
thinly veiled bribe.

"1 deny it absolutelv," nld Jlr. War.
ner 'There is not i word of truth Iff

It, and I inn astoundi d. I have neveu
H'okcn to Mr Johnson about real cs-lu- t.

I hav he n nut of ili! re-,- 1

biislne for ars 1 have never
fa-e- or talked to Jlr lohusou alonu
except In his 'eimniitte- - room. 1 havo
not been thehe or with him
for at least M months He must have

mo vlth some one else Thi
htalcments ni'iele ar-- ' absolutelv Incor-n- ct

"

A.F. Howison Submits
Bankruptcy Petition

Allaf T llowlson, a contractor nnd
builder, filed a In voluntary
benkruptev In tho District Supreme
Court todav, lh.tlug his liabilities at

and his ajts at H.Wt Ills e,

C C .hemes elecl: re d tod:e- - the
failure was elue to a mimake of Jhj.ijOO

.1 the istinuite oa tile
JaaicB Ormond XYUmh Uchool.

ENTON

Against American Citi- -
Before Senate State

Senator Fall urged the immediate use
of tho land and naval forces for tho
prot?ctlon of American and foreign
citizens In Mexico, and for tho restora-
tion of order and the maintenance of
peace In the Mexican republic.

It was practically a demand for armed
Intervention. Senator Fall held that
this nation owes it to her own people,
to tho world, and to Mexico to act
forcefully and speedily.

"I realize, Mr. President, and no one
more fully than I.'" said he, "the con-
sequences which might ensue from
taking tho necessary steps to discharge
the duties to which I have referred. To
defer action Is to aggravate conditions
and invito more serious consequences."

Senator Fall criticised the policy of
tho Administration. Among other
things he arraigned the policy of the
State Department in refusing to dis-
close the facts as to murders and out
rages to Americans.

Shively To Reply.
Ho recalled that Abraham Lincoln, in

the dark days of the civil war, had not
felt It Incompatible vUth the public in
terest to advise Congress fully about
.Mexican affairs; that Grovcr Cleveland
had Informix! Congress fully about
conditions In Cuba; that the martyrec;
JIcKlnley had likewise given Coitgr'.ss
light on the Cuban situation.

i no importance of the- - speech of Sen
ator Full, and especially nls revelation
as te outrages against American clti
zens, was realized by Democratic Sena
tors. Senator Shively, acting cliulrmiiti
of the Foreign Relatione Committee.
luid prepared a speech In .'efense of
liio Administration.

In ni.inv cpjarters, predictions were
lieai il that tli: outbreak of dlsoussio'
In the Senat with the daring expedi-
tion of the Texas rangers, and the dis-
closures of atrocities, would drive the
United States to spevdy action.

Lists Sixty.threc Outrages.
In a statement of outrages to Ameri-

can citizens committed In Mexico. Sena-
tor Fall on the door of tho Senate
enumerated In detail no less than sixty-thre- e

case-- , of killings, outrages, and
crime's. These Included a few cases of
murders of

In some of the Instances more than
one person was the victim. Numeious
InMai.ces were cited by name of Ameri-c-i'- n

women who hail been outraged.
In general, the statement of Senator

Fall showeel that nothing had been done
to punish the perpetrators of the crimes.

This Is the most complete and ex-

haustive statement ot tho fuels us to
t'ie murdeni attel nsaults on American
men and women hi Mexico whkh Imi"
5 et liecn made. The State Department
lias persistently refiiseel to disclose the
liilormatlon In its possession as to these
ci lutes.

In some cases, children have he-e- tho
victims of the allegtd assaults.

Senator Fall's List.
r e memorandum nf (utr.it;o- - slven

li Serator Fall Is as follows
Mrs Anderson. diiugnter and

Continued on tfecond l'afie.j

Above GOVERNOR COLQUITT, of
Texas. Below SENATOR FALL of
New Mexico.

STATION PLAZAISTO

lEIJEimUll
Commissioner Harding Has Ap-

proved Plans to Remove

Eyesore of Cinders.

Plans i or the improvement of the
Union Station plaza were approved by
tho Engineer Commissioner today.

The broad expanse of cinders In front
of the station, long an eyesore to visi-
tors and residents, as well, is to be
converted into a lawn. Work will be-

gin immediately under the supervision
of C. B. Hunt, engineer of highways,
und Trueman Iaiiham, superintendent
of trees and parkings, and will be com-
pleted by April 15.

The plaza covers an area of 6,00o
squaro yards, D.OoO of which will be
planted in grass seed. Either brick
or cement pavements will cover the
remainder.

The Improvement of the plaza, ac-
cording to the engineering officials, has
been delayed in order to allow the
ground to settle. Its condition is now
such that the work may proceed with-
out difficulty.

HOME RULE CRISIS

BEFORE PARLIAMENT

LONDON, .March 9. Facing, perhaps,
tho largest crowel tliat ever packed the
houso of com-noii- Prime JHnister As-qul- th

late this afte;rnoon precipitated
tho Irish crisis by moving tho twice
eracted home rule bill for second read-
ing and debate.

The premier followed his lll'Ulcil bv
outlining fortn.illv tm- - government's
propot-n-l ,vith the Protest-tin- ts

of I Ister. wh"reby Irish counties
would ! given "local option" in the
ntt'tter of n

said that the cabinet pro;
posed to allow count! s in Ireland to
refrain from participation in home rule
ov popular vem individual counties.
suiu ire prune minister, might remain
under the JiiriMllciuii nf parliament nt
Welm!nster bj a majority of their
electorates Mich elections mti3t cnino
before' the establlsliiue-ii- t of a 'lublin
pnrll-iinen- t as provided by the bill.

Six-Ye- ar Periods.
' Anj coiinlv of 1'Iiter or any otiie'r

Irish province, can , such an arrange-
ment, refuse to accept home rule for a

of si ve.irs." Premier Asquith
sahl.

At tile- - end of that period it would
be ntssary to hold another election On
tho proposition, to asce-- i lain w nether
or not tlie people of the counties had
changed their minds in regaul to par-
ticipation in Irish felf-go- v eminent."

The iiu-'l.i- l point In Ireland's long
fight for self-gu- v eminent at hand, peers
nnd peeresses rublicel elbows with loyal
Irishmen in the rush for places in the
galleries.

John leading Irish Nation-
alist. A 1 lull llotuei Law leader of tho
opposition, and a lio- -t ot orators on
both sides of the question are-- read to
pour out flood.-- , of !eMiieuce iti support
of tiicir tive contentious.

Tlie debate- - oil liotiii- - rule- - was evpee-te-e- l

to i tin lat into the night and continue
hum tomorrow, i,i rli.ip.s even longer

The pioposel 'if iilth was eonsi-l-e-ee- i
to have- - "e.iawu the tf th of the

, in I te. vh"i- - Hir lalv.ai-- l

Cuts'-- has leel s i mi. "iient to reels',
lioiii'- - iuU b. urn. or .it m.s and a.
"provisional" soYcromcut, if necessary..

WILSON TO DEMAND

REPORT OF COW
Rebuke for Crossing Border May Be Given.

Object of Sortie Across International
Line Is Not Considered No Hasty
Action to Be Taken By President

. The Texas authorities must assume responsibility for
Saturday night's sensational raid into Mexican territory
by armed rangers. Unless Governor Colquitt volunteers
an immediate and satisfactory report, President Wilson
will personally ask for it by wire. He made this plain to
callers today.

Except for a brief dispatch from Consul Garrett that
the body of Clemente Vergara was now on this side of the
Mexican border, Administration officials are still in the dark
cuflt-ernin- the part played by the Texas rangers in recov-
ering the remains of the murdered American.

: From unofficial sources the Department of State has
beenjnformedjtliaWherrangelfl!id1&
border but received it otr this side; 'affer it had been ob-

tained from theteemeteryT"' Another unofficial report says
the rangers did cross the border.

Consul Garrett, who was present when the body
reached the American side, wired that he would send a full
report by mail.

The object of the raid, the recovery of the body or
Clemento Verg&ra, which had been buried at Hidalgo, Mex-

ico, after he was tortured and slain by Mexican federals,
will not be considered by the Administration. That was
merely the culmination of a circumstance that may prove
decidedly dangerous. If Texan rangers carrying arms in-

vaded Mexico in direct opposition to the warnings of the
National Government it may be necessary for the National
Government not only officially to disavow this act, but
also sharply to rebuke those who permitted it.

There will be no hasty action by President Wilson.
He made "t plain today that a full and complete inquiry
has already been instituted and that until it ends no state-
ment will be forthcoming from either himself or from Sec-

retary of State Bryan that will deal with the merits of this,
new complication.

NO ADVANCE NEWS OF RAID.

T.AXICABS IoT GIVE

UP HOTEL MONOPOLY

Syme Preparing Regulation

Designating Certain Streets
as Public Hack Stands.

Taxicub companies are no longest-- to
be permitted to monopolize the streets
In front of hotels.

Cornoratlon Counsel Syme today be
gan the preparation of an amendment
to the police regulations designating
tho space in front of tho downtown
hole-I- s as public hack stands. Under
the proposed regulation, taxicabs win.

be permitted to occupy one side of the
thoroughfare and horsodrawn vehicles
the other.

Corporation Counsel Syme's action
follows Justice Stafford's decision that,
taxicabs are common carriers anil sub-je- st

to the juris llctlon of the Public
Utilities Commission. It was brought
out in the testimony thai the taxicabs
enjoy the exclusive privilege of occupy-
ing public space, for .vhich it was de-

clared the hotels arc paid thousands of.
dollars annually.

Sociologists Plead
For Child Labor Bill

rr Melvelwav and Owen lxvcjoy. of
of the National Child Iibor Committee,
in.d Mrs. Florence Kcllj, of the Na-

tional consumers' I.aeapue today pleaded
vith the House I.abor committee to act
tavorablv or the Palmer child labor
bill. The;v told the committee the mens-ur- e

is dcslitred to deal a blow to the
ehl'el labor evil bv prowntinn Inter-c.t- n

dlii,ktiitit nf .meitls mld. bv rbll
eiicii unoer sixteen vears. Congressman
Palmer made an arKument tor me
measure alone constitutional lines.

The President, with more than usual
vigor, denied that this Government had
any advance Information concerning:
the raid. Reports that Consul Garrett
was cognizant of the plan were not
credited by the President.

Every effort had been made by the
Administration, the President told hi
callers, to prevent any Invasion of aaj-kin-

of Mexico by armed Americans.
The Administration had taken up the
Vergara case with the Huerta govern-
ment, he having been slain by federals

Consul Garrett had been investigating
in person. But at no time had the
President or his advisers even consid-
ered sending armed men to take the
body by force. In fact, less than a
week ago tho President took the posi-
tion that any such action with the con- -

J sent of the Federal Government would
in erieci oe a aeciaration or war. ana
an armed Invasion.

It is because this is his position thai
the President is esnously concerned
over Saturday night's raid. He sent for
Secretary Bryan 'his morning Just as
soon as he got up and secured details
of the affair. Bryan was told that a.
complete and thorough investigation
must be made at once.

Orders To Bliss.
The President then got in touch viuli

Secretary of War Garrison and througn
him orders were sent to General Bliss
commanding the United States forces
on the border, to send a complete re-

port from the military standpoint. These
two reports will be checked, ono agalns,,
the other, and then the Administration
will decide what to do

May Minimize Incident.
There is every indication that the

Administration, fearlns the effect ot
the Incident on public opinion, will
seek to minimize It importance. Sen
ator Shively of Indiana, acting: chaii-ma- n

of the Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations, called at the White
House and at the State;- - Department
this morning to learn how the dniln-iKtrutt-

regarded tbo affair, in orde
that ho mliT'it present the Presidents
views In case the tratter came up in
debate on the floot ot t:e Senate.

Nj ne'vs Las, et come tu the Stu.4
Department remargins tlie case ot


